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Aspire Award winners Bryan Faulkner, Alex Hamilton, and Jordan Evans 

 

On October 7th Virginia Tech held the first awards breakfast of 2016 to honor students who embody 

the Aspirations for Student Learning.  During this ceremony three Newman students received awards 

from the university, Alex Hamilton for Curiosity, Bryan Faulkner for Integrity and Self Understanding, 

and Jordan Evans for Practice Civility.  In Jordan’s acceptance comments bellow, he shared a little 

about how being involved in Newman has shaped his goals and future plans. 

 

   “When I first came to Tech, I had one goal in mind: I wanted to 

study to be the best engineer I could be, to innovate technologies 

that made a difference in people’s lives, that left the world a 

better place, to invent the future.  But a little later on in my 

freshman year, I started to get involved in ways that didn’t quite 

line up with that goal: I became active in the Newman Catholic Campus ministry through my first 

Bible Study.  Since that first study, I became progressively more and more involved, going on retreats, 

attending Daily Mass regularly, taking on leadership positions in the community, starting to lead my 

own studies and today I am currently the Assistant Student Campus Minister for the ministry.   



 

     Meeting others, growing in faith with others, and serving others in those leadership positions have 

easily been the most rewarding experiences in my collegiate career.  It was through those interactions 

that I discovered what I am truly passionate about, when I learned just how much I love people.  

Today, my goals look a little different from when I first stepped on campus.  I am much less 

excited about innovating designs for others, and much more excited about investing in others, in 

helping them achieve their own goals.  I hope to do just that after graduation by becoming a 

missionary for FOCUS, or the Fellowship of Catholic University Students.  If I am accepted, I will 

spend the next two years working in a college ministry somewhere in the U.S. sharing with students 

my faith and the joy of serving others that I have discovered here at Virginia Tech.”   

 

     The Newman Community is thankful to have Jordan share his love for people, service and faith 

during his time at Virginia Tech in many roles.  Jordan has been a great blessing to the staff and 

students at Virginia Tech serving as the Grand Knight for the Knights of Columbus, Assistant Student 

Campus Minister and Small Group Bible Study leader during his time at Newman.  A university 

honors student studying mechanical engineering with a minor in biomedical engineering, Jordan serves 

as the teaching assistant in a thermodynamics course and has a bright future ahead of him in the 

engineering field, but that will have to wait. 

Jordan was accepted by FOCUS and will spend the next two years as a missionary helping other 

college students grow in faith and relationship with Jesus.  As a college campus missionary Jordan will 

be able to share his faith and love for people, helping to prepare the way of the Lord and guide students 

into a deeper relationship with the Christ. 

 
 
 
 


